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TOWN WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Merrimack in the County
of Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at Town Hall in said Merri-
mack on Tuesday, the 12th day of March, next at seven of the clock
in the afternoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to de-
fray town charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations of
the same.
1. Town Officer's Salaries.
2. Town Officer's Expenses.
3. Election and Registration.




8. Town Dump Maintenance.
9. Town Road Aid.
10. Town Highway Maintenance, summer—winter
11. Street Lighting.
12. Librarian.




17. Payments on Debt Principal and Interest.
18. County Tax.
19. School Tax.
3. To see if the town will vote to adopt a plan for extending
to employees of the Town the benefits of title II of the Federal
Social Security Act (Old Age and Survivor's Insurance) as author-
ized by Chapter 101 of the Revised Statutes Annotated Amended by
Chapter 301 and 332 of the Laws of 1955 and to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $250.00 to defray the town's share of the cost
thereof.
4. If a plan for Social Security coverage is adopted, to see
if the town will authorize the selectmen to execute on behalf of the
town the necessary agreement with the State of New Hampshire to
carry into effect the plan and to see if the town will designate the
Treasurer as the officer to be responsible for the administration
of the plan.
5. To see what action the town will take regarding the con-
struction of a new fire station.
6. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $200.00 to be used in cooperation with the State and Fed-
eral Funds for the control of White Pine Blister Rust within the con-
fines of the town.
7. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate
$200.00 for use by the Forest Fire Service.
8. To see what action the town will take regarding the pur-
chase of snow plows.
9. To see what action the town will take regarding amend-
ments to the Zoning Ordinance.
10. To see what action the town will take regarding an appro-
priation to assist in the support of the Merrimack Valley Regional
Association.
11. To see if the town will vote to allow a discount for the
early payment of taxes.
12. To transact any other business that may legally come be-
fore the meeting and take any necessary action related thereto.
POLLS FOR VOTING WILL BE OPEN FROM 12 NOON TO
THE CLOSE OF THE GENERAL MEETING IN THE
EVENING
Given under our hands and seal, this 21st day of February, in










BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF MERRIMACK
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year
January 1. 1957 to December 31, 1957
Compared with
Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations and Expenditures
of the Previous Year January 1, 1956 to December 31, 1956
Estimated Actual Estimated
Revenue Revenue Revenue




Interest and Dividends Tax $ 2.964.23 $ 2,964.23 $ 2.900.00
Railroad Tax 150.00 218.69 200.00
Savings Bank Tax 150.00 87.58 85.00
From Local Sources Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses
Business Licenses, Permits and
Filing Fees
Rent of Town Hall & Other Bldgs.





From Local Taxes Other Than Property Taxes:
(a) Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2 1,826.00
(b) National Bank Stock Taxes 22.00














Town Officers' Salaries $ 4.300.00 $ 4,215.61 $ 4,400.00
Town Officers' Expenses 1,200.00 1,684.57 1.200.00
Election and Registration Expenses 1,000.00 1,453.25 325.00
Expenses Town Hall and
Other Town Bldgs. 2,000.00 3,076.13 2,000.00
Protection of Persons and Property:
Police Department 2,000.00 2,141.73 2.185.00
Fire Department 4,200.00 8,113.37 4,500.00
Insurance 950.00 166.25 950.00
Civil Defense 350.00 262.50 350.00
Health:
Health Department, Incl. Hospitals 400.00 375.73 400.00
Sewer Maintenance 1,000.00 592.57 1,000.00
Town Dump and Garbage Removal 1,200.00 1,200.00 1,400.00
Highways and Bridges:
Town Maintenance—Summer 20,000.00 16,973.32 21,000.00
Tov/n Maintenance—Winter 5,000.00 16,835.83 10^000.00
Street Lighting 1.250.00 1,336.14 1.500.00
Town Road Aid 975.05 957.05 985.17
Libraries 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,200.00
Public Welfare:
Town Poor and Overseer 500.00 348.05 500.00
Old Age Assistance 2,600.00 1,862.38 2,000.00
Patriotic Purposes:
Memorial Day and Veterans'
Associations 75.00 73.01 75.00
Recreation:
Parks and Playground,
Incl. Band Concerts 100.00
Public Service Enterprises:
Cemeteries 600.00 718.30 600.00
Unclassified:
Advertising and Regional Associations 100.00 100.00 100.00
OUTLAY FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION
AND PERMANENT IMPROV.
Highways and Bridges:
Town Construction—Street Signs 150.00 97.42
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INDEBTEDNESS:
Payment on Principal of Debt:
(b) Long Term Notes—Grader 2,050.00 2,050.00 2,050.00
PAYMENTS TO OTHER
GOVERNMENTAL DIVISIONS:












1. During 1956 the street signs were erected by the Selectmen.
We are in the process of making additional signs for erection this
spring. The Merrimack Lion's Club are to be congratulated for
their work in putting the letters on the signboards. Without their
cooperation the expense for signs would have been much greater.
2. In the late fall, Dr. Gedric Mataher of Nashua was ap-
pointed Town Health Officer by the State Department of Public
Health. Dr. Mather is the son-in-law of the late Wilbur J. Foster
who served the town as Tax Collector for many years.
3. Claude M. Maker was appointed Tax Collector in April
1956. In making this appointment, it was the selectmen's plan to
combine the offices of Town Clerk and Tax Collector, feeling that
it would make a more convenient arrangement for the public. At
the same time, office space was made available in the Town Hall.
4. The State Tax Commission audited the Town books in
November which they are required to do periodically and found
them to be in proper condition.
5. Two new industries came to Merrimack in 1956. The Gate
City Poultry Co. located in the main building of the old Interna-
tional Shoe property. This firm has remodeled the building and
provided substantial employment for Merrimack residents. The
Great Dane Knitting Mills is also located in the former International
Shoe Co. property making sweaters and providing employment for
several women.
6. The 1956 Snow Bill was $16,000.00 caused by the heavy
snows in the spring and in December. This represents an expendi-
ture of $11,000.00 over the amount appropriated.
7. The new Fire Alarm system authorized in 1954 was instal-
led during the summer months by the Fire Department.
8. The Civil Defense Director, Thomas Dutton, continues to
carry on Civil Defense training and is getting some support. Civil
Defense training and participation is essential to all. You can con-
tribute by giving a helping hand in this program.
9. The Town of Merrimack lost one of its faithful and effi-
cient public servants in the death of Wilbur J. Foster on April 4.





Town of Merrimack, N. H.
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SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
Lands and Buildings $2,354,192.00
Mills and Machinery 90,600.00
Locks, Canals, Toll Bridges, Wharves and Ferries 21,200.00
Electric Plants 225,500.00
Stock in Trade 95,300.00
Boats and Launches 200.00
Horses, Asses and Mules, 24 1,310.00
Cows, 281 24,930.00
Other Neat Stock, 19 680.00
Sheep and Goats, 5 100.00
Hogs, 13 260.00
Fowls, 9,193 9,193.00
Gasoline Pumps and Tanks 3,295.00
Fur-bearing Animals and Rabbits, 55 1,000.00
Total gross valuation before exemptions allowed $2,827,760.00
Less soldier's exemptions and exemptions to blind 220,150.00
Net valuation on which tax rate is computed $2,607,610.00









Town Officers Salaries $ 4,300.00
Town Officers Expenses 1.200.00
Social Security or Retirement, Overseer of Poor 500.00
Election and Registration Expenses 1,000.00
Town Hall and Buildings Maintenance 2,000.00
Police Department 2.000.00
Fire Department (Forest Fires $200) 4,200.00
Civilian Defense 350.00
Health Department 400.00
Town Road Aid 975.05





Old Age Assistance 2,600.00




Advertising and Regional Associations 100.00
Payment of Debt—Principal, Grader 2,050.00
County Tax 12,429.61
School Tax 113,992.00
Total Town and School Appropriations $180,303.66
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Less: Estimated Revenues and Credits:
Interest and Dividends Tax $2,964.23
Railroad Tax 150.00
Savings Bank Tax 150.00
Revenue from Yield Tax Sources 700.00
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 12,000.00
Dog Licenses 500.00
Business Licenses and Permits 200.00
Rent of Town Property and Equipment 150.00
Total Revenues and Credits 16,814.23
163,489.43
Plus Overlay 2,638.00
Net Amount to be raised by Taxation 166,127.43
Less: 913 of Poll Taxes at $2.00 1,826.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 22.00
1,848.00
Amount to be raised by property taxes $164,279.43
Taxes to be committed to Collector:
Property Taxes 164,279.43
Poll Taxes at $2.00 1,826.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 22.00
Total Taxes to be Committed $166,127.43
Tax Rate Approved by Tax Commission — $6.30
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FINANCIAL REPORT
of the Town of Merrimack in Hillsborough County
for the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1956
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this report












In hands of treasurer
In hands of officials. Savings Bank
Unredeemed Taxes:
(b) Levy of 1955
(c) Levy of 1954
(d) Previous Years
Uncollected Taxes:
(b) Levy of 1956
(e) State Head Taxes—Levy of 1956
(f) State Head Taxes—Previous Years
Grand Total
Net Debt—Surplus, December 31, 1955
Net Debt—Surplus, December 31, 1956
















Uncollected Head Taxes—1956 $1,900.00
Due to School Districts
:
Balance of Appropriation 63,000.00
Long Term Notes Outstanding:
Grader Note 2,000.00







1. Property Taxes—Cur. Year— 1956 $139,693.27
2. Poll Taxes—Reg. at $2—1956 1,266.00
3. National Bank Stock Taxes— 1956 22.00
4. Yield Taxes—1956 1,669.33
5. State Head Taxes at $5—1956 4,295.00
6. Total Current Year's Taxes $146,945.60
7. Property Taxes and Yield Taxes
—
Previous Years 21,048.26
8. Poll Taxes—Previous Years—Reg. at $2 532.00
9. State Head Taxes at $5—Previous Years 1,986.91
10. Interest received on Taxes 755.18
11. Penalties on State Head Taxes 211.31
12. Tax sales redeemed 896.03
From State:
(a) For Town Road Aid 22.20
14. Interest and dividends tax 2,964.23
15. Railroad Tax 218.69
16. Savings Bank Tax and Building and Loan
Association Tax 87.58
18. Reimbursement a/c Exemption of Growing
Wood and Timber 881.53
20. Fighting Forest fires 43.11
22. Reimbursement a/c Old Age Assistance 52.62
From Local Sources, Except Taxes:
24. Dog licenses 600.00
25. Business licenses, permits and filing fees 271.00
26. Fines and forfeits, municipal court 700.00
27. Rent of town property 218.50
30. Income from departments 2.867.19
33. Registration of motor vehicles,
1956 Permits 12,361.92
Total Current Revenue Receipts $193,663.86
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Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
34. Temporary loans in anticipation
of taxes during year 49,725.00
42. Sale of town property 400.00
Total Receipts Other than Current Revenue 50,125.00
Total Receipts from All Sources 243,788.86






1. Town officer's salaries $ 5,034.61
2. Town officer's expenses 2,213.56
3. Election and registration expenses 1,013.75
5. Expenses town hall and other
town buildings 2,818.21
Protection of Persons and Property:
6. Police department 2,141.73
8. Fire dept., including forest fires 8,197.23
9. Census 100.00
11. Damage by dogs 52.60
12. Insurance 417.92
13. Civil Defense 262.50
Health
:
14. Health dept, including hospitals 375.73
16. Sewer maintenance 592.57
17. Town dumps and garbage removal 1,200.00
Highways and Bridges:
18. Town Road Aid 957.05
19. Town Maintenance 33,809.15
(Summer—$16,973.32)
(Winter—$16,835.83)








23. Old age assistance 1,862.38
24. Town poor 348.05
Patrioctic Purposes:
26. Memorial Day and Veteran's Assoc. 73.01
Recreation
:
28. Parks and playgrounds,
including band concerts 55.00
Public Service Enterprises:
30. Cemeteries, including hearse hire 718.30
Unclassified
:




33. Advertising and Regional Association 100.00
34. Taxes bought by town 2,104.76






38. Paid on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes 50,235.00
Outlay for New Construction, Equipment
and Permanent Improvements:
Zoning—Printing 64.00




52. Payments on long term notes
Payments to other Governmental Divisions
1,060.00




57. Taxes paid to County 12,429.61




Total Payments for all Purposes $252,457.42
Cash on hand December 31, 1956 25,943.31
Grand Total $278,400.73
22
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
DESCRIPTION
1. Town Hall, Lands and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment
2. Libraries, Lands and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment
3. Police Department, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
4. Fire Department, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
5. Highway Department, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
Materials and Supplies
6. Parks, Commons and Playgrounds




















Issued 143 @ 2.00 $286.00
J5
19 @ 5.00 95.00
JJ
2 @ 12.00 24.00














PLEASE BRING POLL AND HEAD TAX RECEIPTS





To Claude M. Maker, Town Clerk:
Salary $100.00
Issued 230 Dog Licenses @ .25 57.50





PROPERTY, POLL AND YIELD TAXES
Levy of 1956
— Dr.—





















Over-payment in anticipation of taxes 5.92
$171,792.15










































* Includes Discounts Allowed of $922.30
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TREASURER'S REPORT
CASH RECEIPTS — TOWN OF MERRIMACK, N. H.
January I, 1956— December 31, 1956




1956 Property Taxes <|; 2,251.05
1956 Poll Taxes 116.00
1956 Head Taxes 180.00
1955 Property Taxes 372.61
1955 Poll Taxes 58.00
1955 Head Taxes 95.04
1954 Poll Taxes 14.00
1954 Head Taxes 35.00
1953 Poll Taxes 8.00
1953 Head Taxes 25.00
1952 Poll Taxes 2.00
1952 Head Taxes 5.00
1951 Poll Taxes 2.00
1951 Head Taxes 5.00
1950 Poll Taxes 2.00
1948 Poll Taxes 4.00





Head Taxes and Penalties
1956 Head Taxes 4,295.00
1956 Head Tax Penalties 11.00
1956 Reimbursement—State of N. H.
1956 Head Taxes 22.31
1955 Head Taxes 1,956.91
1955 Head Tax Penalties 175.00
1954 Head Taxes 30.00






1956 Poll Taxes 1,266.00
1956 Poll Tax Penalties and Interest 47.00
1955 Poll Taxes 518.00
1955 Poll Tax Interest 9.31
1954 Poll Taxes 14.00
1954 Poll Tax Interest .95
Property Taxes
1956 Property Taxes 136,534.57
1956 Property Tax Interest 15.27
1955 Property Taxes 20,626.54
1955 Property Tax Interest 663.27
1955 Costs of Tax Sale 157.95
1954 Tax Sales Redeemed 186.57
1954 Tax Sales Redeemed Interest 6.39
1953 Tax Sales Redeemed Tax 158.31






Sale of Land—Leo Barlow 400.00
Beano License—Our Lady of Mercy Church 10.00
Refund Brown & Saltmarsh
—
Town Officer's Expenses 21.50
Yield Tax
Reimbursement—State of N. H. 881.53
1955 421.72
1956 1,669.33










Received from Fire Department
Puplic Service Co.—Refund 128.24
State of N. H.—Warden's Meeting 5.46
Morris Liffman 36.43
Higgins 11.30
Advance General Fund 350.00
Walker 1.79
WFEA 26.05
State of N. H. 37.65
Town of Bedford—deNicola 30.20
Trustees Trust Fund 101.53
Oil Burner Permits 136.00
Received from Grader
Robie Construction Co. 187.50
Edgar Thibodeau 49.50
Socony Mobil Oil Co.—Refund 168.80
Kaolin Farm 4.50
Hume Pipe Co. 60.75
Nashua Research Farm 15.75
N. E. Pole & Wood Preserving Co. 6.75
State of N. H. 590.00
Lucien L. Clang 247.50
Guy Watkins 76.70
State of N. H.—Travel Time 14.00
Walter Pearson 9.00
Town of Amherst 212.40
Merrimack St. Garage 22.50
Naticook Camp 108.00
1,773.65
Received from School Department
Repair to Gage Pictures 200.00
Miscellaneous
Returned Checks 34.15
Received from State of N. H.
Railroad Tax (1955) 218.69
Savings Bank Tax 87.58








Short Term Notes—Anticipation of Taxes 49,7 17.50
Discount received for early payment 7.50
Summer Maintenance—Travel Time 20.00
Grand Total $243,788.86
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this report










TOWN OF MERRIMACK, N. H.
January I — December 31, 1956
Town Officers' Salaries
E. J. Haseltine, Chairman Selectmen
Harold V. Buker, Selectman
William N. Footer, Selectman
W. J. Foster, Tax Collector
Claude M. Maker, Tax Collector
Hazel D. Fisk, Treasurer
Claude M. Maker, Clerk
Beulah Haseltine, Auditor
Ila Perry, Auditor
Florence Richardson, Treasurer Trust
Claude M. Maker, Auto Permits













Assn. N. H. Assessor—Selectmen Dues 3.00
Sarah A. Bishop—350 Envelopes 12.35
Maxfieid Press—Auditors' Statements 5.75
N. H. Bindery—Rebinding Statutes 25.00
Gift & Art Associates— 1 Typewriter 52.50
Maxfieid Press—Letterheads 14.40
Sarah A. Bishop—Box Rent .30
Sarah A. Bishop—Envelopes—Town Clerk 19.27
Sarah A. Bishop—Postage on Inventories 19.20
State of N. H.—Mobile Market Report 1.25
Hills. Co. Registrar of Probate—7 names .70
Phaneuf Press—Furniture Town Clerk's Ofhce 374.80
Maxfieid Press—Tax Collector's Forms 42.50
John E. Haseltine—Moving Furniture
from Nashua 5.00
N. H. Tax Collector's Ass'n—Collector's Dues 3.00
Hazel D. Fisk—Poll and Head Tax Warrants 25.00
Claude M. Maker—Bonds 231.00
Al Engelhardt—Baboosic Lake Census 40.00
Chas. R. Hardy, Treas.—Town Clerk's Dues 2.00
William N. Footer—Postage .70
Telegraph Pub. Co.—Notice of change of





Maxfield Press—Census Cards 30.15
U. S. Auto & Truck Guide—Guide Book 8.00
Phaneuf Press—Rubber Stamp 2.50
Sargent Bros.—Printing 53.20
Hazel D. Fisk—Tax Books 25.00
Claude M. Maker—Postage &
Cleaning typewriter 52.22
Phaneuf Press—2 Steel Files 442.00
Sarah A. Bishop—Envelopes 18.63




Edson A. Eastman—Supplies 19.25
Brown & Saltmarsh—Supplies 46.75
Election and Registration
Maxfield Press—Checklists 133.75
Maxfield Press—Ballots, Town and
School Reports 439.50
Ladies Aid Society—Meals Town Meeting,
Primary and Election 81.00
Louis H. Hoffman—Supervisor 84.00
Alba Bennett—Supervisor 84.00
Gerald Perry—Supervisor 84.00
Bert Peaslee—Ballot Clerk 45.00
Earl Schneiderheinze—Ballot Clerk 45.00
Henry Hock—Ballot Clerk 45.00
Charles King—Ballot Clerk 45.00
Leonard Kelley—Moderator 45.00
Claude M. Maker—Clerk 45.00
32
1,684.57
E. J. Haseltine—Selectman 45.00
Harold V. Buker—Selectman 45.00







Change Party Meeting 8.00
Gerald Perry—Supervisor
Change Party Meeting 8.00
Louis H. Hoffman—Supervisor
—
Change Party Meeting 8.00
Gerald Perry—Replacement Check Lost 28.00
Town Hail and Other Buildings
Champagne's Super Market—Table Paper 19.00
Archie Slawsby Ins. Agency—Insurance 169.50
Archie Slawsby Ins. Agancy—Insurance 116.37
Kelley Oil Co.—Philgas 14.75
Francis W. Bean—Insurance 135.30
Bishop & Duxbury—Repairing Ceiling 8.00
Merrimack Village District—Water 25.00
Bishop & Duxbury—Building Town
Clerk's Office 755.59
Hammar Hardware Co.—Supplies 10.38
William N. Footer—Supplies 8.00
Richard Dickinson—Repairing Lawn Mower 17.50
Jeanotte Bros.—Window Shade 5.25
E. E. Vachon—Tuning Piano 25.00
Nashua Supermarket—Table Paper 9.50
A. Kiestlinger—Supplies 11.79
Joseph Roy—Janitor 624.20
N. E. Tel. & Tel. Co.—Telephone 275.41






Frank R. Flanders—Chief 978.37
Harold V. Buker, Jr.—Duty 119.86
Thomas A. Button—Duty 287.60
Joseph L. Pynenburg—Duty 95.32
Wallace Read—Duty 10.02
Albert H. Junkins—Duty 4.00
Daniel Rafferty—Duty 30.06
Johnson Electric Co.—Batteries 12.15
Public Service Co.—Sodium Lights 13.22
Philip Morris Co.—Typewriter 105.00




Monadnock Sportinar Goods—Signals &
Handcuffs 16.05
W. S. Darley & Co.—Flares, Siren, Timer
& Decals 106.96
D. W. Television Serv.—Repairing Radio 12.00
Monadnock Sporting Goods—Badges 16.00
Standard Sign & Signal Co.—Bicycle Emblems 52.56
Greenleaf Motor Parts—Spot Lights 27.50
Archie Slawsby Agency—Insurance 100.00
Goulet Printing Co.—Bicycle Regis. 15.00
Fire Department
Forest Fire Payroll 1,655.69
Annual Fire Payroll 1,512.20
L. Maurice Zing—Retirement Fund 222.00
Fairview Auto Repair—Inspections, Gas & Oil 12.60
Reeds Body Shop—Repairs and Parts 34.99
Park's Inc.—Oil 80.30
Phaneuf Press—Cards and Printing 14.75
J. L. Pynenburg—Gas, Oil, Chain Links &
Labor 125.55
Philip Morris Co.—Record Book 5.20
Claude M. Maker—Insurance 79.80
Norman J. Hall—Labor & Material
—
Central Station 14.80
Clarence Worster—Spring Warden Meeting 5.70
34
2,141.73
Arnold Heath—Spring Warden Meeting 5.22
Mathias-Hart Co.—Boots 52.50
Boston Coupling Co.—Wrenches 5.37
Archie Slawsby Agency—Insurance 50.00
Merrimack Village District—Hydrant Rental 320.00
Fairview Auto Repair—Repairing Siren 2.88
Mack Motor Truck Co.—Repairing
International Truck 25.15
Fay W. Read—Care of Trucks 28.60
Jenkins Clover Farm—Gas 7.26
International Harvester—Truck Repairs 35.00
Claude M. Maker—Insurance 187.77
Safe-T-Supply Co.—Wrench & Mallet 9.35
Johnson's Electric Supply—Supplies &
Batteries 62.74
Mathias-Hart Co.—Boots (1955) 75.40
H. R. Greenleaf—Grease & Oil 14.45
Archie Slawsby Agency—Insurance Bodily
Injury and Property Damage 69.75
D. W. Television Service—Radio B-epair 9.72
Everett Longa—Cutting Brush 25.00
Harry Richardson—Cutting Brush 25.00
Edward Smith—Labor 2.75
J. Frank Hall—Inspecting Childrens Camps 5.19
Arnold Heath—Inspecting Childrens Camps 5.43
Clarence Worster—Inspecting Childrens Camps 3.84




Safe-T-Supply—Helmets and Straps 266.72
Safe-T-Supply—Charger 3.00
H & H Airways-—Spotting Fire 5.75
Roland Cadorette—Oil 189.03
N. E. Tel. & Tel. Co.—Telephone 402.24




Treas. State of N. H.—Forest Fire Tools 47.32
D. B. Smith & Co.—Water Tank 18.90
8.113.37
35
State of N. H.—Forestry & Recreation
—
Supplies 42.88
Bishop & Duxbury—Supplies 44.32
Willis Worster—Labor on Tool Box 8.00
Damage and Legal
Albert Noyes—Damage by Dogs 32.00
Wheeler & Clark—Dog Tags & License Books 20.60
Hillsboro Co. Registrar of Deeds
—
Deeds and Mortgages 89.49




Claude M. Maker—Insurance 166.25
Health Department
Nashua Police Dept—Ambulance Service 276.00















Summer Maintenance, Miscellaneous 2,413.66
Snow Removal 14,897.66




Town Road Aid 957.05
Old Age Assistance




Merrimack Memorial Post #98 American Legion 73.01
Cemeteries
Francis W. Bean—Appropriation 600.00
Greenland Service Inc.—Repairing Mower 18.30
James Longa—South Merrimack 100.00
718.30
Discounts
Claude M. Maker—Collector 922.30
Abatements
Claude M. Maker—Collector 3,180.70
County Tax









Thomas A. Dutton, Director 250.00
Maxfield Press—Reports 12.50
Grader
R. C. Hazelton Co.—Repairs & Parts, Labor 845.15
J. L. Pynenburg—Gas, Oil, Tire Repair
(Broom) 34.31
Socony Vacuum Oil—Diesel Oil 563.50
Rice's Inc.—Tube & Tire Repair 31.25
Indian Head Nat'l Bank—Interest & Coupons 60.00
Ray Road Equipment—Parts, Cutting Edges 44.74
H. W. Cox—Gas .65
H. R. Greenleaf—Grease & Oil 51.81







Interest on Loans 235.00
Temporary Loans—Anticipation of Taxes 50,000.00
Parks and Playgrounds
Francis W. Bean—Care of Monuments and Frazer Square 55.00
Refunds
George Bigwood—1955 Property Tax Refund 35.08
Amos Billson—1956 Property Tax Refund 5.92












N. E. Pole & Wood Treating—Posts
Taxes Bought by Town
Tax Sale Interest
Costs of Tax Sale











Reeds Ferry Water Works—Labor 43.80
Sewers—Pipe 592.57
Shedd-Harris Water System—Labor 7.70
l/2 Cost of piping water to N. E. Pole & Wood Treating 3.000.00
Second Nat'l Bank—Cost of imprinting checks 32.50
Corriveau-Routhier—Drain pipe 559.30
Irene M. Parkhurst, Tax Col—Property Tax Bedford 5.00
Nashua Trust Co. to Second Nat'l Bank—Transfer Acct. 5.887.27
Merrimack Village District—Labor 14.55
Second National Bank—Printing checks 55.00
Grand Total $252,457.42
Highway Department— Summer Maintenance
Payrolls $ 8,249.68
Miscellaneous
Claude M. Maker—Workmen's Comp. Ins. 133.10
Ray Road Equipment—Parts 167.42
Hume Pipe of N. E.—Use of Shovel, Pipe 766.30




E. Percival Co.—Sweeper Units 100.00
J. E. Faltin Transportation Co.—Freight 2.10
Reeds Ferry Lumber Corp.—Cement 58.65
District Director of Internal Revenue 363.20
Helen E. Converse—Sawing Lumber 79.56
Harold V. Buker—Back Hoe 321.00
H. R. Greenleaf—Sander Parts & Labor 8.62
Osgood's—Parts 1.05
Wirthmore Grain—Akron Pipe 102.00
Nashua Foundries—Man-hole Covers 70.00
Kennedy Trucking—Bulldozer 22.00
Merrimack Block & Gravel
—
Blocks & Mortar 31.95
10,663.34
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Highway Department— Snow Removal
Payrolls 14,897.66
Miscellaneous
Reeds Ferry Lunber Corp.—Pipe, Salt 142.95
District Director of Internal Revenue 106.60
Osgood's—Flares, Repairing Chains,
Plow Parts 33.89
J. L. Pynenburg—Gas 1.20
Ray Road Equip. Co.—Plow Parts, Repairs,
Blades 672.17
N. E. Pole & Wood Treating—
Welding Plows 75.00
N. E. Chemical—Salt 136.05
Granite State Asphalt—Cold Patch 39.40
Hammar Hardware Co.—Flares 20.52
R. C. Hazelton Co.—Plow Parts, Repairs 171.04
Eddie Labrie—Welding &
repairing Sander 341.24
Peter Monast—Welding Plow 7.00
Claude M. Maker—Workmen's Comp. Ins. 133.11
David Selvis—Plowing Yard for School Bus 25.00






Because of constant surveillance and increased effort on the
part of your department only a slight increase in juvenile com-
plaints was noted during the past year, instead of the large increase
anticipated on basis of past records. I feel certain that with the re-
cent Boy Scout movement in our town we can look forward to a
decreasing number of complaints involving juveniles this coming
year.
We have erected a 200 foot fence at the Thorntons Ferry School
which partly eliminated the traffic problem that exists there. The
fence was purchased and installed at a cost of $390.00. and this
amount was paid out of our Safety and Emergency Equipment
Fund. There is a balance of $115.82 in this fund, which amount
will probably be used to extend the fence closer to the school build-
insf.
Over the past four years we have acquired some of the equip-
ment necessary to operate this department efficiently. In this re-
port you will notice a complete inventory of Police Department
equipment as of December 31, 1956.
inventory of Police Department Equipment
Two-way police radio 2
Sets of handcuffs 3
Flashing emergency warning lights 6
.38 caliber Smith & Wesson revolvers and holsters 4
Spotlights 4
Delta hand lights 5
Portable emergency lights 2
High speed sirens 3




Luminous traffic safety belts 6
First aid kits 6
File cabinet and safe 1
Metal desk 1
Smith-Corona typewriter 1
Badges and miscellaneous items
42
Summary of Complaints for Year 1956
Accidents 43
Assisting various departments 32
Assisting other Police Departments 29
Boys causing trouble 59
Boys causing damage 24
Boys molesting girls 8
Men molesting j^irls 3
Boats missing or stolen 8

























Motor Vehicle violations 256
Untreated Garbage 7
Fishing without License 1
Failure to comply to Court Order 1
Breaking, Entering, Larceny 5
Total Cases 270
Financial Report
In Bank January 1, 1956 $ 443.80
Received from Fines 3,680.00
Total Receipts $4,123.80
Disbursements
Wm. N. Footer, Salary 1955 $ 125.00
Wm. N. Footer, Salary 1956 100.00
E. J. Haseltine, Salary 1955 125.00
E. J. Haseltine, Salary 1956 200.00
Hazel D. Fisk, Salary 1956 80.00
Warrant Fees 286.00
Motor Vehicle Department, Fines 1,865.70
Witness Fees 46.50
Refunds on Bail 390.00
Fish & Game Department, Fines 16.20
Office Supplies and Printing 61.25
Check Drawn for Making Change 50.00
Checks Returned—No Funds 40.00
Proceeds Turned over to Town 700.00
$4,085.65




We wish to express our thanks for the co-operation extended
from the public in preventing and extinguishing fires during the
past year.
G. Allgaier, C. Nute, Jr., E. Bishop, F. Read, C. Worster, W.
Allgaier, Jr., G. Beard, W. Butler, C. Carman, G. Clingham, N.
DeVito, J. W. Franch, P. Greeley, N. Hall, A. Houle, J. Janas, A.
Jarry, H. McCalvey, R. McRoberts, T. Read, J. Roy, E. Smith, E.
Thibodeau, W. Tinsch, J. Worster, E. Cross, M. Ryan, J. Tucker,
J. Watkins, A. Burgess, Jr., F. Haseltine, C. King, E. Haseltine, A.
Avery, J. F. Hall, A. Heath, C. F. Hall, B. Hall, C. Warren, H.
Whalin, A. Junkins.
Manhours expended on hose 32
house fires 96
drills 112
car, truck fires 14
chimney fires 122J4
false alarms 84
oil burner fires 24
Barns & Garages 113
fire.
Listed below are a few safety measures for the prevention of
Do not smoke in bed.
Do not store oil saturated rags.
Do not throw lighted cigarettes from a moving vehicle.
Do not overload wiring.
Do not leave matches or inflammable objects within a child's
reach.
These are only a few ways in which to prevent a fire, but if
followed, you will be helping yourself as well as your fire department.
Oil burning equipment installation permits issued, 58. This
effort is in accordance with N. H. State Laws.
In case of fire dial 4-5571. State location of fire. Do even-
thing you can to keep fire from spreading. Keep buildings closed as
much as possible, and upon arrival of fire department, give them
any information which may be of help to them.
Please keep all roads open so trucks can go and come at will,





Many people still burn debris around their homes. A large
number of such fires get out of control causing unnecessary damage
and expense to the burner. Why burn at home? Make use of your
town dump and eliminate the hazard of burning. It will be easier
for you—personally and financially.
If, however, you do burn on your premises
1. Secure a permit from your local forest fire warden—the
law requires it. The warden won't refuse you if con-
ditions are safe.
2. Be sure to properly supervise your burning. Don't leave it.
3. Make certain your fire is DEAD OUT before leaving it.
Save yourself much possible difficulty
Use your dump freely Help Keep it safe
Number of local fires — 28
Number of acres burned — 88*4







Number of books January 1956 10.000
Number of books withdrawn 4
Number of books lost 22
Number of adult books added by purchase and gift 370
Number of juvenile books added 168
Number of books now in library 10,504
Number of magazines by subscription 26
Number of magazines given 1
Circulation of books and magazines 10,375
New names registered 123
Fines collected $104.76
We have closed our records for the year with the realization
that library work has no limits, it has vast potentialities. The work
is pleasant and rewarding, association with books and people, the
happy contact with young people and children as they come to the
library for books for school or home reading are fine features of
library work.
As always the library's special trial is careless borrowers, long
overdue books and unreturned books give hours of unnecessary work
to librarians.
We have lost a number of books this year by people leaving
town who have borrowed them and haven't seen to their return.
Books frequently disappear from the shelves that are not recorded
in our files.
Gifts were received from:
Mr. Robert Timmins gave $20.00 to the library for the pur-
chase of books, the entire sum was spent for young peoples and
childrens books by outstanding writers and illustrators in the field
of childrens literature.
Community Club R.eeds Ferry Womans' Club
Catholic Womans' Club American Legion Auxiliary
Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Davis Mr. and Mrs. F. L. Haseltine
Miss Mildred Fisk Mrs. Mary Stowell
Mr. Wilfred Hevy Mrs. Carabell Haynes
Mrs. Joan Manze Mrs. Marjorie Trench
Mr. and Mrs. George Moore Mrs. June Abbot
Mrs. Maud Greenwood Mrs. Eleoner Marshall
Mr. Chester E. Merrow Mrs. Rhoda Cross
Ford Foundation Trade Magazines




LIBRARY TRUSTEES REPORT 1956
Balance 1955 $ 759.84
Trust Funds 88.47
Fines and Gifts 159.50
Town Orders 2 3000.00
Sale of Old Books 17.65
Reimbursement from State of N. H.
for power cable damage 96.69
Reimbursement for overcharge on books 3.75
$3,125.90
Salaries $ 958.98
Books and Magazines 808.87
Fuel, Lights and Water 218.29
Supplies 26.99
Upkeep and Repairs 33.94










The present enrollment of Civil Defense workers is 176, many
more are needed.
Meetings are open to the public and are held on the second
Wednesday of each month, 7:30 at the Town Hall.
In addition to our present communication system, which con-
sist of; a State Forestry Base Station, complete coverage on all fire
trucks and two police radios, we are purchasing for the police de-
partment through Civil Defense, one additional 2 way radio.
We are also fortunate in having two mobile ham radio opera-
tors, which all in all gives us very good town and state coverage.
A class on radio logical detection is currently being organized,
men and women are asked to volunteer. If this training is completed
in the near future, it will be the first in the country and equipment
will be housed in the town of Merrimack.
This Civil Defense Organization is ready to act in any emer-
gency, not only in case of Atomic Attack.
All this has been made possible by the co-operation of citizens
who have so willingly given of their time, so that they will know
what to do in any emergency, to help others as well as themselves.
We are very pleased to report that we have had the full co-
operation of the Board of Selectmen, Chief and Chief of Fire
Department. This constitutes the foundation of our local Civil
Defense.
Many more volunteers are needed in all phases of our organiza-
tion. Please contact us at our monthly meetings or call me direct.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who have so













^ FRANK M. FLANDERS
Chief of Fire Department
WILLIAM ALLGAIER
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DIVISION OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING
STATE TAX COMMISSION
Concord, New Hampshire






Submitted herewith is the report of an examination and audit
of the accounts of the Town of Merrimack which was made by this
Division, acting under authority of Chapter 71, Section 27, of the
Revised Statutes Annotated, which provides in part as follows
:
"Audit on Motion of Commission. The commission may
cause an audit to be made of the accounts of any city,
town, school district, village district or precinct, as often
as once in two years, or whenever conditions appear to it
to warrant such audit, x x x"
This audit covered the fiscal year ended December 31, 1955,
and the period from January 1st to October 24th, 1956. Exhibits
as hereafter listed are included as part of the report which is made
up in three sections as follows:
Section I—-Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1955
Section II—Period January 1st to October 24th, 1956
Section III—Statistical Table—Ten Year Statement of In-
debtedness, Valuation and Taxes
SCOPE OF AUDIT
Included in the examination and audit were the accounts and
records of the Board of Selectmen, Treasurer, Tax Collector, Town




Comparative Balance Sheets — December 31, I954-De-
cember3l, 1955: (Exhibit A-
1'
Comparative Balance Sheets as of December 31, 1954 and De-
cember 31, 1955, are presented in Exhibit A-l. As indicated therein,
the Surplus increased by $3,120.21, from $10,071.42 to $13,191.63,
during the year 1955.
Analysis of Change in Financial Condition: (Exhibit A-2
An analysis of the change in financial condition of the Town
during the year is made in Exhibit A-2, with the factors which
caused the change indicated therein. These were as follows:
Increases in Surplus
Net Budget Surplus $ 792.71
Long Term Notes Paid 2,000.00
Increase in Accounts Receivable 327.50
$3,120.50
Comparative Statements of Appropriations and Expendi-
tures — Estimated and Actual Revenues:
(Exhibits A-3 & A-4)
Comparative statements of appropriations and expenditures,
estimated and actual revenues for the fiscal year ended December
31, 1955, are presented in Exhibits A-3 and A-4. As indicated by
the budget summary (Exhibit A-4), a revenue surplus of $6,036.66,
less a net overdraft of appropriations of $5,243.95, resulted in a net
budget surplus of $792.71.
Summary of Receipts and Expenditures: (Exhibit B-
A summary of receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year
ended December 31, 1955, made up in accordance with the uniform
classification of accounts, is indicated in Exhibit B-l. Proof of the
Treasurer's balance as of October 24, 1956, is indicated in Exhibit I.
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AUDIT PROCEDURE
The accounts and records of all town officials charged with the
custody, receipt and disbursement of public funds were examined
and audited. Vouchers and cancelled checks were compared with
supporting invoices and payrolls as well as entries in the books of
record. Receipts were checked by source insofar as possible and
totals of receipts and expenditures verified. Book balances were
verified by comparison with reconciled bank balances made from
statements obtained from depository banks.
GENERAL COMMENTS
Indebtedness, Valuation and Taxes:
Table I presents a ten year statement of Indebtedness, Valua-
tiontion and Taxes. It will be noted that during the period from
December 31, 1945 to December 31, 1955, the Surplus increased
from $3,118.87 to $13,191.63.
During the same period the assessed valuation of taxable prop-
erty increased by $824,631.00, or 56%, while the amount of the
annual tax levy increased from $51,625.06 to $151,222.63, or 193%.
The local tax rate increased from $3.52 to $6.60 per hundred as com-
pared to the average tax rate for the State which increased from
$3.26 to $4.66 during this period.
Conclusion:
The accounts of the town officials which we examined were
found to be in good condition and the accounting and financial
procedures conformed to prescribed methods and procedures.
The provisions of Chapter 184 of the Laws of 1955 require
that the summary of findings and recommendations of this report
(letter of transmittal) shall be published in the next annual report
of the Town. The inclusion of Exhibits in the published report is
optional with the Board of Selectmen.
We extend our thanks to the officials of the Town of Merri-




Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission
Norval D. Lessels, Auditor





We have examined the accounts of Selectmen, Treasurer, Tax
Collector, Town Clerk, Library Committee, Trust Funds, Oil Burn-
er Permits and Merrimack Municipal Court for the year ending
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SCHOOL DISTRICT OF MERRIMACK, N. H.
for the








School Board and Trustees
Edward D. Cox Francis J. O'Gara, Jr.
Frank A. Walker
School Auditors
Ila M. Perry Beulah M. Haseltine
Planning and Building Committee
Rupert A. Green (57) Bert L. Peaslee (58)
H. Dana Taylor (57) John J. Donnelly (58)
Eleanor M. Haseltine (59)
John E. Lyons (59)
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SCHOOL WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the town of Merri-
mack qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said dis-
trict on the 5th day of March 1957, at 7:30 o'clock in the evening,
to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board and Trustees
for the ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of any other
officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, or
Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose Agents,, Auditors and Committees in relation
to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise and ap-
propriate for the support of schools, for the salaries of school dis-
trict officials and agents, and for the payment of statutory obliga-
tions of the district, and to authorize the application against said
appropriation of such sums as are estimated to be received from
the state foundation aid fund together with other income ; the school
board to certify to the selectmen the balance between the estimated
revenue and the appropriation, which balance is to be raised by
taxes by the town.
9. To see if the District will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of Twelve Hundred Dollars ($1,200.00) for the purchase
of approximately Five (5) Acres of land (which is adjacent to pres-
ent site of high school) from Philip J. Currier of Amherst, N. H.
and to authorize the School Board to sign the necessary papers for
the transaction.
66
10. To see if the District will vote to authorize the School
Board to make application for and to accept, on behalf of the Dis-
trict, any or all grants or offers for educational purposes which may
now or hereafter be forthcoming from the State of New Hampshire
and/or United States Government.
11. ( 1 ) To see if the District will vote to adopt a plan for ex-
tending to employees of the district the benefits of title II of the
Federal Social Security Act (Old Age and Survivor's Insurance) as
authorized by Chapter 101 of the Revised Statutes Annotated
Amended by Chapter 301 and 332 of the Laws of 1955 and to
raise and appropriate the sum of $166.42 to defray the District's
share of the cost thereof.
(2) To see if the District wishes to exclude from the plan
services in any class or classes of positions filled by popular election.
(3) To see if the District wishes to exclude from the plan
services in any class or classes of positions the compensation for
which is on a fee basis.
(4) If a plan for Social Security coverage is adopted,
to see if the District will authorize the School Board to execute on
behalf of the District the necessary agreement with the State of New
Hampshire to carry into effect the plan and to see if the District
will designate the Treasurer of the District as the officer to be re-
sponsible for the administration of the plan.
12. To transact any business that may legally come before this
meeting.
Given under our hands at said Merrimack this 15th day of
February 1957.




A true copy of Warrant—Attest
:
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DISTRICT TREASURER
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF MERRIMACK
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1956
SUMMARY
Cash on Hand July 1, 1955
(Treasurer's Bank Balance) $ 1,222.08
Received from Selectmen (include only
amounts actually received)
Current Appropriation $ 94,300.00
Received from State Treasurer
State Funds 20,555.79
Received as Income from Trust Funds 1,076.81
Received from all Other Sources 119.61
Total Receipts $116,052.21
Total Amount Available for Fiscal Year
Balance and Receipts 117,274.29
Less School Board Orders Paid 116,467.37
Balance on Hand June 30, 1956 806.92





This is to certify that we have examined the books, vouchers,
bank statements and other financial records of the treasurer of the
school district of Merrimack, New Hampshire of which the above
is a true summary for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1956 and find






ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES 1955 TO 1956
NOTIFICATION OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 1956
Salaries of District Officers
Francis J. O'Gara, Jr., Chairman $ 300.00
Edward D. Cox, School Board 200.00
Frank A. Walker, School Board 200.00
Alice W. Read, Treasurer 100.00
Beulah M. Haseltine, Auditor 8.00
Ila M. Perry, Auditor 8.00
Leonard L. Kelley, Moderator 5.00
Gertrude O. Crawford, Clerk 5.00
$ 826.00
Superintendent's Salary (District Share) 1,017.75
State Wide Supervision (Per Capita Tax) 1,026.00
Administrative Salaries




Administration Supplies and Expenses 823.71
Teachers Salaries 66,149.63





Water, Light & Janitor Supplies 2.844.43
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Special Activities (Sports) 503.54
Teachers Retirement 5,767.58
Insurance 1,328.90
Additions & Improvements 2,130.10
New Equipment 1,560.15
Principal of Debt 13,000.00
Interest on Debt 2,620.66
School Lunch (Exchange) 1,550.59
Total Expenditures Committed $126,836.52
Amount raised by taxes & Receipts $126,918.54
Balance for year $ 82.02
72
NOTIFICATION OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 1956
School District of Merrimack, N. H.
EXPENDITURES FOR 1956-1957
Current Expenditures $120,411.26
Additions & Improvements 760.00
New Equipment 208.00
Debt & Interest 15,268.80
Deficiency Appropriation 3,459.26
Total Appropriation (including
appropriations voted at special meetings) $140,697.32
RECEIPTS FOR 1956-1957
Federal Aid (Estimate) 260.00
State Aid 25,695.32
Trust Funds (Estimate) 750.00
Assessment Required to meet School
District Appropriation 113,992.00
Total Appropriation (including
appropriations voted at special meetings) $140,697.32
CERTIFICATES
TO THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN:
I certify that the above is a correct statement of the obligations
authorized, and the amounts to be assessed to meet statutory re-
quirements and appropriations made at the annual meeting of the
Merrimack School District held March 6, 1956.
June 4, 1956
GERTRUDE O. CRAWFORD
Clerk of the School District
TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION:
I certify that the above is a correct statement of the financial
proceedings of the district for the school year 1956-1957, and that
copies of this statement have been filed with the chairman of the
board of selectmen and entered in the records of the school board
in accordance with N. H. Laws of 1951, Chapter 37, Section 2.
June 4, 1956
FRANCIS J. O'GARA, Jr.
Chairman of the School Board
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REPORT OF MERRIMACK HIGH SCHOOL
LUNCH PROGRAM
From July I, 1955 to June 30, 1956
INCOME










Total Expenditures $ 8,243.95
Balance on Hand June 30, 1956 $ 282.12
Accounts Receivable $ 350.25
Accounts Payable $ 573.38
There were 24,518 meals served to the children for the period.
The average number served per day was 146.
Included in the above report are the funds for the Special Milk
Program. This was started in November 1955, and the Federal
Government reimbursed us for 17,728 half pints of white milk at






From July I, 1955 to June 30, 1956
Receipts Expenditures Balance
Glass of 1956 $2,109.80 $2,109.80
Class of 1957 886.09 614.60 271.49
Class of 1958 628.37 175.57 452.80
Class of 1959 185.05 90.30 94.75
Class of 1960 31.15 31.15
Class of 1961 17.95 .90 17.05
Athletic Association 836.58 836.48 .10
Student Council 33.42 24.64 8.78





To the School Board and Citizens of Merrimack School District.
I submit with pleasure my second annual report as your Super-
intendent of Schools.
With the completion of the new four room addition to the high
school, Merrimack has again faced and met its immediate problems
of school housing. The transfer from the town hall to the new addi-
tion was efficiently carried out under the direction of Principal Dana
Taylor and it now has become an integral part of the high school.
This permits the high school to be housed on the second floor with
all elementary on the ground floor.
The new program in Grades 1-3 placing pupils of the same
grade in one building has worked out to the advantages of both
pupils and teachers. It has meant a centralization of instructional
aids on the grade level instead of being divided between two build-
ings, and has allowed the teachers to work together in solving com-
mon problems. Even though grade size will determine where pupils
will be housed to make any changes for at least another year.
NEW TEACHERS:
Matthew Pitarys—B. Ed. Keene Teachers College 1956. Addi-
tional high school teacher. Mr. Pitarys teaches Biology and English.
Mrs. Millicent O'Leary—B. Ed. Boston University. To replace
Dana Taylor who became Principal. Mrs. O'Leary teaches Ad-
vanced Science and Math.
Miss Naomi Umenhoffer—B. Ed. Keene Teachers College
1956, to replace Mrs. Hurley as English and Foreign Language
teacher.
Mrs. Mary Ann O'Neil—B. S. University of Vt. 1952, to re-
place Miss Montminy as teacher of Home Economics.
JUNIOR HIGH
Mrs. Nellie Brooks—Diploma Plymouth Teachers College, to
replace Mrs. Battersby as teacher of Arithmetic. Mrs. Brooks form-
erly taught in the Deerfield Elementary School.
Mrs. Elsie Johnson—A. B. Boston University as additional
teacher in Science. Mrs. Johnson formerly taught in New Boston
high school.
Mr. Ralph Smith—B. Ed. Boston University 1955, as additional
teacher for Social Studies.
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ELEMENTARY
Miss Dorothy Gaffney—B. A. Rivier College—Elementary Con-
version Boston University, to replace Miss Vera Favor in grade 6
who transferred to the second division of Grade 5.
Miss Cecelia Gregg—Plymouth Teachers College, B. Ed., to
teach new fourth grade up from 3rd and 4th combination.
Merrimack is fortunate in having a corp of experienced pro-
fessionally minded teachers in your smaller buildings, while the hi^h
school and annex under the leadership of Mr. Taylor has been able
to consolidate its program along the lines of a good sound educa-
tional procedure. This could be done only through the cooperation
of all concerned which speaks well for Merrimack's eductional
future.
REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS
Your school board is carrying on its practice of doing needed
repairs as they become evident. This keeps major repairs and re-
placements to a minimum and insures good physical conditions in
all schools.
The new fence provided by the Police Department at Thorn-
tons Ferry has added materially to the safety of children in that
building and is much appreciated. Merrimack is fortunate in hav-
ing a custodian who can and is willing to do so many jobs that come
under the heading of general repair and maintenance. George
saves the School District considerable money by doing many odd
jobs beyond the line of janitoral duties.
INSTRUCTION
Mr. McGrath's work in the instructional area has been of the
highest order. He has worked deligently toward the improvement
of instruction in Merrimacks schools and his efforts are paying big
dividends. As his report follows I shall only say that his cooperation
and hard work are greatly appreciated by your Superintendent.
In closing I wish to express my appreciation to the School
Board, citizens, teachers and pupils for their fine cooperation in
working with me toward making your school system one of which








Mr. Louis L. Ramsay
Superintendent of Schools
Supervisory Union #27
c/o Hudson, N. H.
Dear Sir:
I herewith submit my third annual report as Helping Teacher
in the area of instruction for the Merrimack School District.
The following items are particularly worthy of notation when
the general and specific advancements in the area of curriculum are
to be evaluated since the period ending my last report.
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION:
(1.) Our developmental reading program has continued to
attempt to produce the best readers possible commensurate with
each child's individual abilities. The addition of a separate phonics
program in grade two( Reading with Phonics by Hay and Wingo)
to strengthen this area, and the acquisition of the independence
reader, Tall Tales, Scott-Foresman Company, has helped to complete
the three grade approach to reviewing and strengthening learned
word-analysis and word-attack skills before entrance to grade four,
the opening year of intermediate grade approaches to education.
Further attempts to provide help in the areas of visual and aux-
iliary perceptions in the progress of reading was held forth in the
form of a text for that purpose, Building Word Power, by Durrell
and Sullivan.
In the intermediate grades advances were made. Grade four
has acquired a transition reader, Just Imagine and skill practice and
building workbook to accompany. This book attempts to aid the
youngster's review and better adjust to the fourth grade reading
program.
The general process of attempting to change from the old edi-
tion single readers with workbooks used in all grades, to the dual
reader approach, which is incorporated in the new edition is pro-
gressing as planned. The primary grades are completely adopted
and much has been done to help toward total completion in grades
four, five, and six.
The testing program of mental maturity and achievement as
outlined in last year's annual report has, undoubtedly, helped the
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teachers with the total advancement of the reading program. The
readiness program of testing before pre-reading instructions are start-
ed has proved its worth in terms of money and time expended.
Part of a developmental reading program encompasses the fos-
tering of interest in study reading and recreatory reading. A lack of
proper childrens' literature available in the classroom and in the
town area tends to make this a major problem in the teaching of
reading. Possibly this is an area in which the P. T. A. can be help-
ful in this yearly project.
Future plans for strengthening our pre-testing program and
actual reading readiness tests and new testing are to be added.
Of this be assured, the conscientious efforts on the part of the
teachers in establishing the levels of grouping for ability within each
class and their continued professional interests in the teaching of
this major area has provided each child with efficient reading in-
structions gauged to his ability to learn.
Future plans should include using the internal testing designed
for use with our basal reading systems, Scott, Foresman—Curricu-
lum Foundations Series in order to certify levels of acievement and
verify group achievement standards within each class.
Also, recreatory and study readers should be included in our
purchasing for the future as recommended by our basal system in its
brochure on supplementary reading materials.
A general union-wide faculty meeting was held with Miss
Mary Jane Jack, the Scott-Foresman Reading Consultant at which
she discussed with all the teachers the Teaching of reading with the
Foresman basal reading system.
(2.) In the area of language arts, excluding reading which I
have just discussed, great advances have been made. Teachers are
beginning to see the feasibility of the unit approach which our
McKee Language program provides and signs of greater acceptance
are seen everywhere. Through this acceptance the general areas of
proficiency in Language
—
Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening—
are being included in each unit of language taught. Mechanics and
grammar are thus beginning to take their relative place in our total
language structure program. Slowly, but surely, the supplementary
materials for practice, drill, and testing are being used as offered by
the McKee Language. All this provides greater language abilities
for our students.
We had hoped to be able to add to our language program in
grade two an emphasis on oral language development. At present
ours is a "writing" program contained in "Lets Write." We hope to
be able to add "Lets Talk" and thus make our language program
emphasize oral development and become more effectual.
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In discussing our language program we should realize how
fortunate we are in having a total dictionary training program in
grades 4-12. However, the actual introductary program has proved
to much of a burden to complete in grade four and, thus, should be
divided between grades four and five for more efficient teaching and
learning.
Spelling, and the directed teaching thereof, is being done
certainly according to modern standards of methodelogy and ap-
proach. The greatest hope should be the additions of using the
principles of evaul-analysis in the teaching of reading to our present
excellent method of teaching spelling. With this attempt by the
teachers an even stronger development program in spelling will re-
sult as well as a planned carry-over of reading principles.
A general union-wide faculty meeting was held with the
Houghton-Mifflin Company language arts consultant. All elemen-
tary teachers attended and received help from Miss Elizabeth Lenk
concerning the functioning and use of the McKee Language
program.
A tape-recorder would be a most useful item to use in the
teaching of language. Perhaps this could be a suggested project for
the P. T. A. in light of the other burdens for supplies and equipment
placed upon the general budget.
Our handwriting supervisors report to me that the handwriting
specimens and daily work obtained from the Merrimack Schools
indicate that great strides have been made in handwriting pro-
ficiency since the initiation of a formal Handwriting Program.
The children of Merrimack have become anxious to maintain
handwriting mastery in all written work. In many instances left-
handed youngsters have also achieved a great amount of success in
the perfection of letter forms and in their ability to maintain a
correct writing position suitable to left-handed people. It has also
been gratifying to observe many of the children maintaining the
correct letter forms while writing with a speed that equals and even
surpasses those obtained by national norms.
(3) In the arithemetic area achievement tests tend to validate
the fact that a greater over all advancement to grade level standard
is being achieved here than in any other area.
Hopes are that we shall in the future extend the depth type of
grouping for ability and individual attention in teaching arithmetic
in each classroom to replace single grade standards. In order to
have our Making Sure of Arithmetic program by Silver Burdett Co.,
succeed the premise must be that depth grouping be effected in all
grades—one through eight. A general union-wide faculty meeting
was held with the Silver Burdett Company consultant for arithmetic,
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Miss Laura Phillips to discuss the teaching of arithmetic in grades
1-8. All teachers attended. Particularly interesting was Miss Phil-
lips' discussion of depth grouping.
(4) The social studies is the broadcast area of study in the
grades and undoubtedly is the most difficult area in which to
measure growth and achievement, in that you are attempting to
build attitudes as well as understandings. In our attempts to change
to the new reading level controlled editions of the Follett social stud-
ies series we have met with much success. Where the new editions
are being used with the wealth of supplementary materials provided
we are able to see great evidence of interest and growth by teachers
and pupils. The grade four program of "Community Study" which
we added (Exploring Far and Near) is highly successful.
A general union-wide meeting for all fourth grade teachers
was held and the total structure of the forth grade social studies
curriculum was discussed at length. It is expected changes will be
wrought in next years' total program to better incorporate the study
of the community, the state, and the state's relationship to New
England.
Next year serious thought should be given to adding the new
program by Follett following the "school-community" format
(Working Together) to grade three and the new program for grade
eight—United States History—be adopted to firmly secure some
contunity to the grade eight program.
Much needs to be done in this area to make it as strong a part
of our program as the other areas.
(5) Last year the adoption of an elementary science program
was proposed. Teachers and administrators surveyed various science
programs and the Thurber series, published by Allyn and Bacon
Company, Explaining Science I - VI was adopted. The chief reasons
for its selection were
;
(a) It provided a total accumulation of science concepts,
grades 1-6.
(b) It definitely was well grounded for each grade level
concerned in readability, planing, concepts, format and interest.
(c) It provided within each text the indirect teaching of as
many health concepts as are contained in most health series
supplied for classrooms today. Thus, we secured a health-
science text as well and eliminated having to purchase a total
health text program, grades one through eight.
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This year we purchased for grades one, two and three. Next
year we shall complete the gamut and purchase for grades four,
five and six. Also, there should be much elementary science equip-
ment bought to make this program a visual—DOING—program as
well as a TEXTUAL program. This is equipment of the most ex-
pensive type and only small quantities can be purchased each year.
The miraculous work done by most teachers in this area is to
be commended.
Future curriculum planning should encompass plans for a work-
shop in elementary science for all grades I-XI I given by Allyn-Bacon
consultants.
(6) Little needs to be said about the accomplishments in the
musical area of the curriculum. I am sure most townspeople are
aware of how well Mrs. Mary Donnelly has provided for this area.
She is to be commended; the teachers are to be commended for co-
operating with her.
I was once informed by a music educator that elementary
standards of music training should include affording every child a
place in the music program, teaching the child to sing correctly in
the primary grades, teaching basic rhythms and folk dances in the
primary grades, teaching appreciation in the primary grades, teach-
ing the child to read music in the intermediate grades continuing to
stress the primary grades accomplishments but adding the basic
ability to read music at a higher lever of attainment, the teaching of
two and three part singing. Certainly our program is successful to
these ends. Mrs. Donnelly and the teachers should be most highly
commended for their continuous and cooperative efforts.
Someday, possibly an art program can be at last considered for
the elementary grades. Certainly, a continuous and constant ap- -
proach could be made with the advent of a part-time art supervisor.
An elementary program should be aimed toward providing the
proper stimulation, materials, and encouragement, so that the child
feels free to express his world and his experiences in his own terms,
not being forced to imitate adult concepts.
The success or failure of a child's life often hinges on two
factors
;
(a) His home life and upbringing from birth to year twelve.
(b) His schooling from age 6 to 12; grades one through six.
These are the crucial and formative years. May I say that your
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elementary teachers have diligently and conscientiously performed
their duties in the classroom situation to help each child educate
himself as an individual according to his own ability.
SECONDARY EDUCATION:
Since a detailed report of your principal is included under this
cover I shall not intrude on his prerogative to any great extent.
( 1 ) In the English Language arts area a developmental read-
ing program providing for individual differences is extended into
grades seven and eight and eleven. In grades 7 & 8 our basal reading
system was continued. In grades eleven the Science Research As-
sociates plan has been adopted .(How to Become A Better Reader).
What I have said under "Elementary Education" about our McKee
Language program applies to grades 7 & 8 here as well.
The developmental reading and literature series adopted two
years ago from American Book Company has helped a great deal
in teaching literature from the reading approach. So good were
they that we extended them to grades nine and ten and they have
proved to help accomplish with the student the dual purpose for
which they were written: (a) foster an interest in reading and liter-
ature and (b) to develop skills and abilities in general reading.
Such provisions should be considered for grades eleven and
twelve. A reading Rat-o-Meter would be a boon in this area of
developmental reading for a cost of thirty-five dollars.
The addition of a controlled vocabulary program, grades 9-12,
using Word Wealth, Jr., & Word Wealth, Sr. by Miller has proved
extremely helpful to development in all the areas of the Language
Arts; Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening.
Acquisitions of books of essays for grade 12, books of short
stories for grade eleven, books of novels for grade ten, and other
materials with groups of like works are in preparation for changing
the English curriculum to a thematic unit approach to better meet
present day standards of language arts teaching in grades 7-12.
(2) The wise requirements of science as a regular subject for
all seventh and eighth grade pupils has and will help the science
math program and the broadening of the pupils' understandings.
For this area we purchased new-Science Problems Book I and Book
II to accompany Book III which is used in grade 9 as a required
course. This coupled with our new elementary program should show
some strength in the total math science program in the future.
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(3) Our social science areas grades 7-12 is nearly perfect.
Junior High needs revision as mentioned under elementary educa-
tion. The requirements of World History in grade 10 will complete
the scope. New texts were added for sociology—Psychology by En-
gel. This course has proved a useful and popular elective.
(4) The total math program will be extremely well planned
when and if General Math is offered in grade 9 for those who do
not choose Junior Business Training or Algebra I. It should be an
extremely meaningful course for these students. The advanced
Math course should complete the gamut.
(5) If the junior high grade girls are offered extra Home
Economics periods then most certainly the arrangements should be
made to affect these situations by scheduling the boys for activities
in physical education and/or vocational guidance. The number of
periods devoted to Home Economics was increased for junior high
girls while boys were forced to study halls for lack of facilities.
The high school and junior high is handicapped in trying to
provide for individual differences of children in the learning process.
Any additions of facilities at any time will help to a goal of solving
these problems that hamper the true individual development of each
child. Factors for consideration of additions to the curriculum when
money and space are available are:
( 1
.
) An art program.
(2.) A vocational program of industrial arts—woodworking,
plastics, automobive, etc. (for girls also via Home economics
study—thus a "double barrelled" approach)
.
(3.) A more extensive music program.
(4.) A physical education program for all.
(5.) A driver training program.
Much appreciation and thanks should be extended to the teach-
ers of our junior and senior high schools for what they are able to
do within a limited framework of offerings. Each year each teacher
strives to offer more that will provide for a greater achievement of
each individual student within the power of his ability. Each year
the faculty and administration stress to teach ways to add a little
more to the program of offerings—working toward the total pro-
gram of secondary education which allows for the individualized
styling of each child's program to assure greatest growth for him.
Concerning the total testing program. It is operating efficiently
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as outlined in last years report. The following contemplations have
been fostered during the year and after experiencing a portion of
our previously planned program.
(a.) A new readiness testing program in grade I—probably
the Metropolitan Readiness Test.—which tests reading and
number readiness.
(b.) An exclusion of one of the general areas of achievement
testing (Reading, Arithmetic, Language) in grades 4, 5, 6, and
a diversified staggered testing program to cover one test in so-
cial science and one test in science.
(c.) The inclusion of the high school in a purchased testing
program operated by the University of New Hampshire to pro-
vide guidance for grades 9-12. This service will enable faculty
and administrators to be better able and equipped to counsel
students about their high school life and their future aims and
asperations.
In grade eight we have added the administration of the Cali-
fornia Interest Inventory Test of Vocational preferences to help
them with their problems of high school course and subject select-
ion for grade nine. The results of these are available to students and
parents as are the achievement test results in the spring in the areas
of Reading, Arithmetic and Language.
The teachers of the district have been diligent in their profes-
sional duties and obligations to the children throughout the year.
They have been most cooperative concerning our mutual work of
the improvement of instruction.
Thank you for your support and cooperation. It has been a






REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL
January 1st to December 31, 1956
The following sections concern the activities of the pupils of
Merrimack High School during the past year:
I ATHLETIC HIGHLIGHTS
The Merrimack High School Basketball Foul Shooting Contest
was won by Leo Fournier.
Leo Fournier and Joseph Lester represented Merrimack in the
New Hampshire State Foul Shooting Contest in Durham. Joseph
won third prize in the Class "C" Division.
The Junior High School boys participated in the Y.M.C.A.
Track Meet in Milford. They won many ribbons and placed second
as a team.
In June, the home economics girls, under the direction of Miss
Montminy, sponsored a cook out for all of the students who par-
ticipated in varsity sports during the school year.
II PUBLIC SPEAKING, PLAYS AND SPELLING
In February, Jacqueline Frost participated in the New Hamp-
shire State Prize Speaking Contest in Durham.
Shirley Gordon was one of the four students from this area to
participate in the Constitution Essay Contest, Southern New Hamp-
shire division, which was held in March. The contest was spon-
sored by the American Legion.
Stephen Ackley represented Merrimack in the New Hampshire
Spelling Bee, sponsored by the Manchester Union Leader.
Stephen Ackley won first prize in the First Annual Watkins
Spelling Contest for students in grades 6, 7 and 8.
A three act play "The Form Devine," was presented by the
senior class and coached by Mrs. Dickinson.
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Nov. 2nd, the Tenth Annual Watkins Prize Speaking Contest.
1. Lucy Mower—"Ma's Tools"
2. William Allgaier
—"The American Flag"
3. Fay Waterman—"Nothing to Destroy"
4. Linda Bolton—"I Am An American"
5. Audrey Crawford
—
"Betty Does the Ironing"
6. Marilyn Kablik—"The Littlest Rebel"
7. Marjorie Rozan—"School Daze"
8. Sandra Piecuch
—
"I Speak for Democracy"
9. Mary Ann Dufresne—"Junior Takes Castor O-I-L"
10. Beverly Bennett




12. Gail Greenleaf—"What is A Bov"
13. Flora Bealand—"Ma Will Tell Him"
14. Catherine McKay—"Christmas With 'Ole' Sherman"
Frank Walker, III—"The Big Game"*
Awarding of Prizes:
Mr. Harry Watkins, Donor—Introduced by Mr. Louis L.
Ramsay, Supt. of Schools.
Judges
:
Miss Barbara Fuller, Alvirne High School, Hudson
Mrs. Elizabeth Morrill, Pembroke Academy, Pembroke
Miss Florence Parker, Hudson Center School, Hudson
* Could not be judged as he was a previous prize winner.







Dec. 14, the District Prize Speaking Contest, Hudson.
Fay Waterman won 1st Prize in the serious division and also
the 1st Grand Prize. Frank Walker placed second in the hu-
morous division.
Ill REPORT OF THE GRADUATES OF 1956
David Ackley—University of N. H.
Shirley Avery—Sanders Associates, Nashua
Beverly Beard—Jamey Shoe Company Inc., Nashua
Natalie Brown—Keene Teachers College
Blanche Fournier—Amoskeag Savings Bank, Manchester
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Edward Getz—Gregg and Son, Inc., Nashua
Carole Gilson—Bryant-Stratton Business College
Warren Hill—Overhead Door Company, Nashua
Constance Lajoie—Married
Joseph Lester—Armed Service
David McKay—Merrimack Leather Company
Louise Morrill—Keene Teachers College
Richard Navin—University of N. H.
Joanne Twardosky—Doehla Greeting Cards Inc., Nashua
Theodore Waterman—Armed Service
Henry Wilson—Armed Service
IV AWARDS AND HONORS
American Agriculturist Award—Natalie Brown
Betty Crocker Home Maker of Tomorrow —Carole Gilson
Babe Ruth Good Sportmanship Award—Joanne Twardosky,
Henry Wilson
D.A.R. Good Citizen—Natalie Brown
Rensselaer Award—Richard Navin




We, at Merrimack High School, wish to thank all of you who
have so graciously helped us during the past year. The cooperation





REPORT OF MUSIC SUPERVISOR
The Spring Musicale was presented in the Town Hall in two
separate groups this year. On May 4 grades 1, 2 and 1, 2, 3 from
South Merrimack performed and on May 8, the Merrimack Annex
through High School. This plan lessened the confusion for teachers
and children downstairs and for the seating upstairs. $79.95 was
collected for our music fund.
May 10 the High School Glee Club sang at the Home Econom-
ic Dept. style show.
Nov. 1 our Band program was launched with 52 children start-
ing in group lessons with classes no larger than 6 and included
grades 4-11. With the three month trial period over we have 37
children now remaining. Our Lady of Mercy parish hall was used
for all Band and Glee Club work until the Town Hall was available
in January.
The Christmas concert presented for the P.T.A. was held Dec.
13 with the first appearance of the Jr. High Glee Club and the
Band. From the concert was collected $33.29. It will be noticed
the Band lacks a strong bass section, but it is hoped through the
years more children will tend toward these instruments. If plans
shape as they should, Memorial Day will find the Band doing a
little marching.
A piano and banjo-mandolin have been generously offered to
the music dept. and any other offers along this line will be grate-
fully accepted.
I am very pleased to announce that Merrimack High will be
represented at the 1957 All-State Chorus. Paula Pynenburg has
been selected as the candidate.
The following is a financial report of Music Fund:
INCOME









pitch pipes, staff liners and books) 15.76
Records (Instruments, folk dance) 6.40





BALANCE ON HAND $ 43.36






If school is to be called off for any reason there will be notice
read over stations WOTW in Nashua and WFEA in Manchester at
7 : 30 o'clock in the morning..
Because the required 180 days of school brings the closing of
the school year well into the month of June, it is the feeling of the
School Board, that it would be unwise to call off school unless it is
impossible for the buses to negotiate their routes. We are asking
all parents to use their own discretion sending children to school
during a bad storm.
SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS
The regular monthly meeting of the School Board is held at
the High School on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 P.M.
The meeting is open to anyone with complaints or suggestions on
the operation of our school system. The only way that the School
Board can act on any situation is as a body.
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ENROLLMENT AS OF FEBRUARY I, 1957
School Grades 123456789 10 11 12







Merrimack High Annex 29 31 19
35 30 21
Merrimack High 55 50 33 27 24 21
TOTALS 68 60 76 64 61 40 55 50 33 27 24 21
Total School Rooms 24 Elementary 13 Secondary 11
Total Pupil 579 Elementary 369 Secondary 210
ANTICIPATED ENROLLMENT AS OF SEPTEMBER 1957
School Grades 123456789 10 11 12







Merrimack High Annex 33 32 31
34 32 30
Merrimack High 40 55 50 33 27 24
TOTALS 67 68 70 67 64 61 40 55 50 33 27 24
*Estimates
Total School Rooms 24 Elementary 13 Secondaiy 11
Total Pupil 626 Elementary 397 Secondary 229
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MERRIMACK TEACHERS
South Merrimack—Josephine Dorson, Grades 1 to 3
Thornton's Ferry—Ruth S. Hamblett, Grade 2; Alice M. Fissette,
Grade 2.
Merrimack Grammar—Mary Tirrell, Grade 1 ; Kathleen M. Ivett,
Grade 1.
McGaw Grammar—Evelyn M. Shorey, Grade 3 ; Madeline Bennett,
Grade 3.
Merrimack High Annex—Cecilia R. Gregg, Grade 4; Flora Char-
ter, Grade 4; Ruth Boles, Grade 5; Vera Favor, Grade 5.
Merrimack High—Charlotte Mellon, Grade 6; Dorothy Gaffney,
Grade 6; H. Dana Taylor, Principal; Chester J. Steckevicz,
Assistant Principal and Social Studies; Alice M. Dickinson,
Grades 7 & 8 ; Ralph Smith, Grades 7 & 8 ; Nellie Brooks, Grades
7 & 8; Elsie Johnson, Grades 7 & 8; Millicient O'Leary, Math
and Science; Mary Ann O'Neil, Home Economics; Marie A.
Hevey, Commerce; Matthew P. Pitarys, English & Biology;
Naomi Umenhoffer, Languages; Mary C. Donnelly, Music.
HEALTH REPORT
To the Superintendent of Schools and the School Board of Merri-
mack :
iber of Pupils Examined ??

















Polio Shots given 108 October 5, 1955
356 April 5, 1956
Registration day was May 4, 1956 40 pupils registered.
Orthopedic Clinic, 3 pupils, several visits.
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DIVISION OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING
STATE TAX COMMISSION
Concord, New Hampshire







Submitted herewith is the report of an examination and audit
of the Merrimack School District which was made by this Division,
acting under authority of Chapter 71, Section 27, of the Revised
Statutes Annotated, which provides in part as follows:
"Audit on Motion of Commission. The commission may
cause an audit to be made of the accounts of any city,
town, school district, village district or precinct, as often
as once in two years, or whenever conditions appear to it
to warrant such audit."
This audit covered the fiscal year ended June 30, 1956. Exhibits
as hereafter listed are included as part of the report.
SCOPE OF AUDIT
Included in the examination and audit were the accounts and
records of the School Board and the School District Treasurer.
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Comparative Balance Sheets: (Exhibit A)
Comparative Balance Sheets as of June 30, 1955 and June 30,
1956 are presented in Exhibit A. As indicated therein, the Net Debt
decreased by $14,071.33 during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1956.
Analysis of Change in Financial Condition: (Exhibit B)
An analysis of the change in financial condition of the School
District during the fiscal year is made in Exhibit B, with the factors
which caused the change indicated herein. These were as follows:
Decreases in Net Debt
Bonds Paid $13,000.00
Decrease in Accounts Payable 3,260.33
$16,260.33
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Increase in Net Debt
Net Budget Deficit $ 2,189.00
$14,071.33
Comparative Statements of Appropriations and Expendi-
tures — Estimated and Actual Revenues: (Exhibits C & D)
Comparative statements of appropriations and expenditures,
estimated and actual revenues for the fiscal year ended June 30,
1956, are presented in Exhibits C and D. As indicated by the Bud-
get Summary (Exhibit D), a net overdraft of appropriations of
$2,776.45, less a revenue surplus of $587.45, resulted in a net budget
deficit of $2,189.00.
Summary of Receipts and Expenditures: (Exhibit E)
A summary of receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year end-
ed June 30, 1956, made up in accordance with the uniform classifi-
cation of accounts, is included in Exhibit E. Proof of the Treasurer's
balance as of June 30, 1956, is indicated in Exhibit F.
Accounts Payable: (Exhibit G)
A detailed statement of Accounts Payable as of June 30, 1956,
is included in Exhibit G.
Statement of School Tax Account: (Exhibit H)
A statement of the school tax account, showing payments made
by the Town to the School District during the fiscal year, is included
in Exhibit H. As indicated therein, a balance of $6,246.38 on ac-
count of the 1955-56 school tax was due the School District from the
Town as of June 30, 1956. As a general rule the total amount of
the current year's school tax should be turned over to the School
District before the end of the fiscal year (June 30th) . Had this
been done, the amount of accounts payable on June 30th, 1956,
would have been substantially less.
Conclusion:
The provisions of Chapter 184 of the Laws of 1955 require that
the summary of findings and recommendations (letter of transmit-
tal) of this report shall be published in the next annual report of
the School District. The inclusion of Exhibits in the published re-
port is optional with the School Board.
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We extend our thanks to the officials of the Merrimack School




Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission
Norval D. Lessels, Auditor
Hugh J. Cassidy, Accountant





This is to certify that we have examined and audited the ac-
counts and records of the Merrimack School District for the fiscal
year ended June 30, 1956. In our opinion, the Exhibits included
herewith reflect the true financial condition of the School District
on June 30, 1956, and the results of operations for the fiscal year




Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission
Norval D. Lessels, Auditor
Hugh J. Cassidy, Accountant
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